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I. Introduction
1.
2018 represents an important year for development cooperation in Lao PDR. It includes
various significant reports and milestones, such as:
•
'Visit Laos 2018' year;
•
The Mid-Term Review (MTR) of the 8th National Socio-Economic Development Plan
(NSEDP);
•
The review of Least Development Countries (LDC) graduation;
•
The submission and presentation of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Voluntary
National Review (VNR) at the High Level Political Forum on SDGs;
•
A review of the implementation of the Vientiane Declaration Country Action Plan
(VDCAP) in light of the third global survey on partnership for effective development
cooperation;
•
Preparations for the next National Human Development Report, and;
•
Finalisation of various national surveys such as labour survey, Lao Social Indicator Survey
(LSIS) and others to support monitoring and reporting on progress made on
implementation of the national development agenda.

2.
The Round Table Process (RTP) including Sector Work Groups (SWGs) continues to stimulate
substantive policy dialogue on the country's development agenda, while seeking to strengthen
development effectiveness and aid coordination in the country. In particular, it has been providing key
recommendations for strengthening national policies and actions by the Government of Lao PDR
(GOL) and its Development Partners (DPs) toward enhancing the human impact of development
cooperation.
3.
Over the past few years, RTF has been strengthened through a number of complementary
aspects. Among others, for instance:
• There has been a strong trust and relationship established between the Government and
Development Partners including other partners such as private sector, international NonGovernment
Organizations (INGOs), Non-Profit Associations (NPAs), and other
stakeholders.
•

The structure and format of the Round Table Meeting (RTM)/Round Table Implementation
Meeting (RTIM) has also been revitalised to meet increasingly dynamic nature of development
cooperation in the country.

•

There is improved space for 'dialogue' within the design and structure of the RTM/RTIM
agenda. This takes place formally in the main meeting, supported by technical and focussed
dialogue in the pre-consultation, as well as the opportunity for informal networking and
dialogue afforded on the field trips and development exhibition. In addition, there have been
great efforts to pursue an open dialogue.

•

There has also been a commitment to the RTM/RTIM pre-consultation process. The past two
years' pre-consultations have 'extended the brand' of the RTP by providing avenues of in-depth
policy dialogue which has generated important recommendations to the main meeting. This
also includes ensuring that the SWGs feed directly into the RTM agenda and discussions, as
well as the RTM priorities get pursued through the SWG meetings.

•

Holding the RTIMs in the provinces brings a refreshing dimension to the process and enables
delegates to visit project sites relevant to the topics under discussion.

•

A great effort has also been made for reaching agreement on the agenda for the RTM at least
six months prior to it through consultation between the Government of Lao PDR (GOL) and
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Development Partners
chairs mechanism.

(DPs) - including preparations

and updates

through

the Chairs & Co-

The previous Round Table Implementation
Meeting (RTIM) organised on 23rd and 24th
November 2017 in Pakse Province was broadly perceived as a success by the Government,
its
Development
Partners (DPs) and other stakeholders. Its virtues consisted of frank and open
discussions, continuity from 2016 Round Table Implementation Meeting (RTIM), the inclusive nature
and concrete outcomes achieved. The results of the RTIM have been translated into an instruction of
the Prime Minister to line ministries, provinces and agencies concerned. To implement key discussion
points of the RTM/RTIM, the partnership across all development cooperation spectrums still requires
further strengthening. For example, the contribution and mobilization of support from the private
sector to accelerate the achievement of national development aspirations, in particular, LDC graduation
by 2020 remains most pressing medium term objective.
4.

5.
To follow up on the success of the 2017 RTIM, the 2018 RTIM will be organised on 4th and 5th
December 2018 in Vientiane Capital with a theme: "Mid-Term Review of the implementation of the 8th
NSEDP - Progress in Sustainable Development
and Effective Development
Cooperation".
The
overall aim of this RTIM is to report on the main priorities emerging from the Mid-term review report
into implementation of the 8th NSEDP. At the same time, consultation will include the extent to with
progress is being on integrating and localizing the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and SDGs
based on the first national SDG voluntary review presented at the HL PLF at UN HQ in July 2018,
alongside the results of the LDC review undertaken in March 2018. It is also an opportunity to identify
concrete actions regarding financing for development perspective and capacity development to address
th
key challenges for the remained period of the 8 NSEDP and potential key topics/areas
for the
th
formulation of the 9 NSEDP (2021-2025).1
6.
The organization of this year's Round Table Meeting has been carried out in the wake of the
unexpected disaster - flooding across the country. This placed great pressure on the Government to
ensure that support was provided in whatever way to help Lao citizens across the country.
7.
To guide policy dialogue, this 2018 RTIM Background Document has been prepared to capture
key focuses emerging from the 8th NSEDP MTR at outcome and output level.' Information highlighted
in this RTIM Background Document is mainly concerns policy recommendations
and focuses for the
th
remaining period of the 8 NSEDP. Key issues and recommendations
highlighted will provide RTIM
participants key policy matters that need further discussions at the upcoming RTIM.. Where possible,
an attempt has also been made to create a link with key recommendations/
discussion points from the
2017
RTIM
(please
refer
to
Annex
1).

1 Please

refer to the 2017 RTIM guidance note for more information on the meetiog, agenda and preparatory consultations.
Please refer to the Executive Summary and Report of the 8d, NSEDP Mid Term Review for more detailed information on progresses,
challenges and next steps.
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II. A brief summary of key national development agenda in 2018 (with
linkage to the key recommendations and discussion points of the 2017

RTIM)
2.1 Key recommendations from the mid-term review of the 8th NSEDP and the
primary areas of focus for the remaining period (2019-2020)
8.
With the experience of the implementation of the plan during the last two and a half years, the
mid-term review of the 8th NSEDP is a forward-looking exercise carried through consultations and
participation from both national and international stakeholders commencing in March 2018. Its key
findings were presented to the National Assembly meeting on 20th November 2018. The review
specifically aims to highlight the progress and achievements made so far in light of the first SDG
Voluntary National Review and the outcomes of the 2018 LDC review, as well as the green growth
priorities set by the 8th NSEDP; to assess, where possible, current status of progress towards 8th
NSEDP national objectives, in order to accelerate efforts or adjust programmes if needed to achieve
the desired targets in the remaining plan period; to identify a broad picture of key sectoral
performances that are necessary for the successful implementation of the 8th NSEDP; and to identify
lessons learnt which will provide valuable insights and suggestions for formulating the 9th NSEDP
(2021-2025), particularly highlighting lessons learnt on current M&E framework and identify M&E
plan for future implementation. Please refer to the 8th NSEDP MTR report for detailed information on
review process, progresses and achievements made and other related information. (The texts under this
section attempt to address kry recommendations] discussion points of 2017 RTIM: point 1: Mid-Term Review of the 8'b
NSEDP).

I Outcome 1- Economic Development
(Sustained indusive economic growth with economic' vulnerability (E VI) reduced to leve/J required for
LDC graduation and consolidated financial, legal and human resources to JUpport growth)
Output 1- Sustained and Inclusive Economic Growth
(The following texts under this section attempt to address discussion points of 2017 RTIM: point 3: Priuate Sector and
Growth).
9.
Structural economic transformation is central to the vision of the 8th NSEDP and anchors the
Government's long-term sustainable growth strategy targeting non-resource based industrialization,
productive capacity building, and reduced economic vulnerabilities. Lao PDR made important progress
during the first half of 8th NSEDP implementation. Average annual GDP growth has been around 6.8
percent. Notably, industrial sector growth surpassed 8th NSEDP targets over the first two plan years
though there is likely to be a decrease in 2018 related to the impact of the floods.
10.
But challenges to meeting the ambitions of the 8th NSEDP remain. Job creation outside the
agriculture sector remains limited and economy-wide growth has not significantly altered the
composition of employment. Industry is also still dominated by resource-based products and exports
are concentrated both in terms of their source and trading partner. The Government recognizes the
challenges to the sustainability of its current growth model. Continued efforts to remove growth
constraints of the non-resource industrial sector, improve the business environment, increase
agricultural productivity, and unlock the potential of the services sector will be important priorities.
Strengthening management of the power sector is also important to ensure quality, efficiency, and
safety. This includes a strategic review of existing and new hydropower investments and projects.
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Output 2 - Macro-Economic Stability
(The following texts under this section address discussion points
Management).

oj 2017 RTIM: Point 6: Macro-economic and Fiscal

11.
The 8th NSEDP prioritizes a stable macroeconomic framework as an essential requirement for
achieving the plan's vision. At the plan's mid-point, Lao PDR is on track to meet many macroeconomic
NSEDP targets, including for inflation and the budget deficit. But the Government is aware of existing
risks and vulnerabilities. These include growing public debt, revenue shortfalls, risks in the financial
sector, and limited buffers to shocks. In particular, prudent debt management must be a priority over
the remainder of the 8th NSEDP period and beyond. Lao PDR's risk of external debt distress has been
reclassified from moderate to high. The Government will put greater emphasis on building fiscal
buffers, strengthening public financial management, emphasizing concessional borrowing, and
implementing a comprehensive debt management strategy. Other priorities will include increasing the
inclusiveness of finance, strengthening the banking sector, improving tax administration and collection,
and enhancing the environment for business and investment.
Output 3 - Integrated Development Planning and Budgeting
(The fof/owing texts tinder this section address discussion points oj 2017 RTIM: Point 6: Macro-economic and Fiscal
Management).
12.
The Government recognizes the challenges it has experienced in past cycles with aligning
development planning and financing and it is committed to ensuring that funding allocation is timely
and aligned with national development strategies. Meeting Lao PDR's development challenges will
require significant increases in resources. But progress towards development targets have been
constrained by reduced revenue collection in recent years and limited fiscal space linked to interest
payments. Activities for the coming period will emphasize greater integration between planning,
financing, and monitoring and evaluation functions, building on ongoing Public Financial Management
(PFM) reform initiatives. This includes ensuring budget allocations reflect development priorities,
spending is consistent with approved allocations, and monitoring results feed back into the policy
process.
Output 4 - Balanced Regional and Local Development
13.
The Government has put greater emphasis on ensuring balanced regional and local
development. This is reflected by the 8th NSEDP's tailored targets and priorities for different regions.
The aim is to develop regions and provinces based on their unique characteristics and to prioritize
development in areas that have lagged behind. In the coming period, focus will continue on the
construction and maintenance of rural roads along with increasing agricultural output and productivity,
including support for commercialization and increasing stable income possibilities for rural
communities. All efforts will continue to account for specific geographical differences and advantages.
Output 5 - Improved Public/Private Labour Force Capacity
(The following texts under this section address discussionpoints oj 2017 RTIM: Point 3: Private Sector and Growth and
Point 4: Human S kilLr and TraillitJg).
14.
Creating a diverse, well-trained, and highly-skilled labour force is an essential piece of the
Government's ambitions and accelerating progress in providing job opportunities in targeted sectors
will be prioritized over the coming period. Employment generation remains off-track to reach several
NSEDP targets and there are shortages of trained professionals for key sectors and limited on-the-job
training opportunities. Despite significant efforts, the quality of TVET programs also still varies and
the relevance of the curriculum to the job market is often limited. The overarching aim of the
Government's approach over the coming period will be to develop the human resources necessary to
drive sustainable development and compete with ASEAN countries and others.
5

Output 6 - Develop entrepreneurs, technical experts and professionals
(The following texts under this section address discussionpoints of 2017 RTIM: Point 3: Private Sector and Growth and
Point 4: Human Skills and Training}.
15.
The Scil NSEDP aims to support building an entrepreneurial class that can help lead the
economy in its economic transformation. Also important is the development of strong human
resources in priority technical professions, such as engineering, science, economics, and law. Promoting
a culture of entrepreneurship and enhancing the enabling environment for SME development are key
challenges for the remainder of the plan period. Efforts will also focus on supporting Lao PDR firms
to better take advantage of the country's opening up and regional and global integration. While the
Government has adopted important initiatives to support SMEs and business owners, many still lack
access to business services, technology, and finance.
Output 7 - Regional/International Cooperation and Integration
(The following texts under this section address discussion points of 2017 RTIM: Point 5: S outh-S outh and Triangular
Cooperation and Point 7: Tbe Deoelopmen: Partnership}:
16.
The Government has identified deeper regional and international integration as an important
means of promoting domestic socio-economic development. Development cooperation in Lao PDR is
evolving towards greater and more diverse partnerships, especially through the Round Table Process
and Sector Working Groups. Lao PDR's development priorities will also be supported by further
regional integration through initiatives such as the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), Greater
Mekong Sub-region (GMS), and Lower Mekong Initiative (LMI). Support for increasing international
trade, meanwhile, will continue to focus on developing linkages for increasing access to markets,
strengthening the design and enforcement of legal frameworks to facilitate trade, and building the
capacity of domestic firms to compete globally.

Outcome 2 - Social Development
(Human resourcesare developed and the capacities 0/ the public and private sectors are upgraded;po verry
in all ethnic groups is reduced, all ethnic groups and both genders have access to quality education and
health services; the unique ~'Ulture0/ the nation is protected and consolidated;politico! stability, social
peace and other,justice and tranJparenry are maintained)
Output 1 - Improved Living Standards through Poverty
Directions

Reduction Using the 3-Builds

17.
The rural development and poverty eradication strategy over the past two and a half years has
made good progress. Judged by income and access to basic services, over 11,000 families no longer fall
into the "poor" category. Over the same period, public investments in rural development and poverty
eradication amounted to LAK 3,469.51 billion from the Nayobai Bank (71%), domestic funds (16%),
and foreign sources (13%). Efforts to reduce UXO casualties and clear contaminated land have also
seen steady progress with effective risk education and a new results-focused methodology for
identifying and clearing confirmed contaminated areas. The main challenges for Output 1 are persistent
disparities, increased inequality, and the lack of resources and clearance capacity to deal with the scale
and impact of the UXO problem.
Output 2 - Food Security Ensured and Malnutrition Reduced
(Thefollowing texts under this section address discussionpoints of 2017 RTIM: Point 4: Human Skills and Training).
18.
Lao PDR has achieved the MDG target of halving the proportion of hungry people, one of the
LDC/HAI indicators. Farm production met or exceeded the national per-capita food production
6

targets in 2017, even with flooding and a major pest infestation, while irrigation schemes were
enhanced to make agriculture less rainfall-dependent. The past two years saw nutrition-sensitive
agriculture service delivery in 81 districts, and multi-sector efforts to support consumption of more
diverse foods. Yet threats to food security persist from soil degradation, land pressure from population,
and large-scale investment projects. The rapid commercialization of agriculture poses threats to local
food security and nutrition strategies.
19.
Stunting among children under age five decreased to 33 percent in 2017 from 44 percent in
2012. However, wasting among children in the same age group has increased, and altogether Lao PDR
is still off-track on the target of reducing undernutrition. Poor infant and young child feeding practices,
poor maternal nutrition, high adolescent birth rates and poor sanitation and hygiene practices, including
open defecation, remain a challenge. The slow uptake of the recommended strategy on "convergence"
on agreed-upon communities is also proving to be a challenge.
Output 3 - Universal Access to High Quality Education
(The following texts under tbis section address discussion points oj 2017 RTIM: Point 4: Human Skills and Training).
20.
Although universal access for primary education has largely been achieved, completion rates
continue to lag, and grade 1 dropout and repetition rates continue to be high, contributing to relatively
low cohort completion rates. Access rates are on the rise for lower secondary education and the gross
enrolment ratio has nearly achieved the 2020 target for lower secondary. Infrastructure development
have helped more children to have access to lower secondary education. While several efforts have
been made to improve teacher quality and the quality of teaching, learning outcomes remain
inadequate. Among lS-24-year olds, literacy rates for men and women have improved but the
difference between male and female has barely narrowed. Post-secondary education graduates enter the
workforce with inadequate problem-solving skills, little critical thinking, and lack of vocational skills.
The continuing inequities in education access, survival, and outcomes pose challenges. Other challenges
include shortages of qualified teachers (limited by the reduced number of civil service positions),
inadequate deployment of teachers, and shortfalls in budget allocation for the education sector in the
last few years.
Output 4 - Universal Access to Quality Health Care Services
(The following texts under this section address discussion points oj 2017 RTIM: Point 4: Human S kzlls and T rainillg).
21.
Maternal and child mortality have been significantly reduced but are still among the highest in
the region. Health services coverage indicators show significant improvement over the past five yeal'S
but remain low. The utilization of insecticide-treated bed-nets (ITNs) is on track. Treatment rate for
TB remains high (around 87%), but TB detection needs to be urgently improved. Progress on HIV
control and treatment scale-up is constrained by difficulties in reaching people living with HIV and
their referral for treatment. Non-communicable diseases (NCD), which account for some 60% of all
deaths in the country, are being addressed through an action plan that includes lifestyle changes to
reduce risk factors. The access to improved water sources and sanitation facilities has increased but
open defecation (23.9% in 2017) remains a significant health risk. The past few years have seen
increased government spending in the health sector to expand the coverage of basic health services and
financial protection, and accelerate progress toward universal health coverage. The Ministry of Health
is customizing a web-based open source system to replace the paper-based reporting system for health
management information.
Output 5 - Improvement

of and Access to Social Protection

22.
Significant steps have already been taken to achieve the goals of a national social protection
floor. One of the key achievements in 2018 is the finalization of the National Social Protection Strategy
(NSPS), which is expected to be adopted by the Cabinet. Despite progress, however, access to social
7

protection remains limited and welfare programs fragmented. Sufficient, predictable, and sustained
investment will be required to improve the quality of and access to social protection. Resource
mobilization and financial sustainability are the biggest challenges in implementing the NSPS.
Output 6 - Protection of National Traditions and Cultures
23.
Many events, shows, festivals and seminars were held to promote Lao culture, tradition and
arts, and to mobilize all citizens to playa more active role in all cultural fields. Preparations were made
with the aim of proposing additional national protected areas and cultural heritage areas for inclusion in
the list of UNESCO's World Heritage Sites. Despite measures to promote tourism, Lao PDR's tourism
revenue remains low compared to other ASEAN countries. Most tourists tend to visit Laos only as a
transit/ secondary destination rather than as a primary destination.
Output 7 - Maintain Political Stability, Social Peace, Order, Justice, and Transparency
24.
Public education campaigns were conducted to increase public awareness of social problems
and urge citizens to take greater responsibility for addressing problems. Information on laws and their
implementation was disseminated through various media channels. Juvenile justice reforms were
accompanied by capacity building of law enforcement officers, social welfare staff and officials in the
justice system.

Outcome 3 - Environmental Development
(Natura! resources and the environment are effediveIJ protected and utilized according to green-growth
and sustainable prim"ipleJ;' there is readiness to c'opewith natural disasters and the effedS of cfimate
change and for reconstruction following natural disasters}
Output 1- Environmental Protection and Sustainable Natural Resources Management
(The followi1lg texts under this section address discussion point oj 2018 RT1M: Point 8: Land Ma11agement and Point
9: Wicit Activities).
25.
On 7 September 2016, Lao PDR became the first ASEAN country to ratify the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change by passing a national law on its Intended Nationally Determined
Contribution. Over the past two years, Lao PDR took several steps to improve the legislative and
regulatory frameworks. These include, the updating and approval in 2017 of the Water and Water
Resources Law; approval of a new pesticides management decree; the adoption of the Law on Land;
guidelines for land use classification, communal land registration and titling; data collection for a Land
Concession Inventory; the requirement for all concessions to conduct EIA assessments before
implementation; and the Prime Minister's Order regarding prohibited wild fauna and flora.
26.
Change in the data source for reporting on forest coverage led to a more accurate and
consistent estimate of forest cover (58 percent of the land area in Lao PDR). Following the Prime
Minister's 2016 ban on illegal logging and export of unfinished wood products, the forest sector has
introduced important forest governance reforms including certification and timber legality assurance
systems. The challenges in the environment and natural resources sector are daunting, especially the
weak institutional and local capacities and the inadequacy of financial means to manage protected areas.
The number of known species threatened with extinction has increased from 115 in 2008, to 210 in
2017.
Output 2 - Prepare to cope with the Disaster Risks and Impacts from Climate Change
27.
The Government is promoting climate-resilient farming systems for improved food and
nutrition security among the most vulnerable communities. The responsibilities and scope of work
regarding disaster management remain to be clarified between the Ministry of Labour and Social
8

Welfare, and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment. The floods and disasters in 2018
show that existing early warning systems are not adequate and still need to be strengthened. A PostDisaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) led by the Government was launched on 24 September. The
PDNA provides a platform for the international community to assist in recovery and reconstruction
(more discussion on this, please refer to section 2.2).
Output 3 - Reducing the Instability of Agricultural Production Cased by Disaster Impact
28.
Lao PDR has developed and implemented a number of policies and strategies to ensure
national food self-sufficiency and stable agricultural production. These include the promotion of
climate-resilient agricultural practices, an Agriculture Innovation System to promote sustainable
production for niche markets, the development of technological capacities, storage and warehouses to
ensure food security, and a risk reduction fund to help alleviate the burdens of production costs for
farmers during agricultural product price fluctuations.

Cross-Cutting Issues
A. Enhance Effectiveness of the Public Governance and Administration
(The following texts under this section address discussion point oj 2018 RTIM: Point 9: Illicit Activities).
The Government has taken measures to further facilitate the decentralization process (Sam
Sang), which was officially extended nationwide to all 148 districts. This includes an integrated
approach to planning, finance and sub-national administration improvements, which underpin better
service delivery to local citizens, and the use of the District Development Fund to strengthen districts'
own capacity in NSEDP /SDG implementation. The Ministry of Home Affairs conducted assessments
of the Government's organizational structure and functions at each level, which led to changes to
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of government.

29.

30.
Lao PDR has introduced important changes in the legal sector, following a Constitutional
amendment and new/revised laws promulgated in 2016. The codifying of criminal and civil laws
marked a critical juncture in the legal sector evolution. A legal aid decree was informed by a citizens'
survey led by the Ministry of Justice, the first in the justice sector. This set a positive trend in
recognizing the need to have reliable and current data to draft pragmatic laws. Lao PDR has initiated a
successful anti-corruption campaign and is witnessing a new level of transparency. The Government
recognizes the importance of increased engagement of civil society in the country's socio-economic
development process. Some 152 NPAs and 11 Foundations are officially registered. A revised draft
NP A decree (No. 238) was signed in 2017.
B. Promote Local Innovation and Utilization of Science, Technology
and Management and Application of ICT

and Telecommunications

31.
Legislative and policy actions have been enacted to improve scientific innovation, including the
Law on Intellectual Property and associated implementation of trademarks, copyrights, and industrial
patents. The Law on Science and Technology has been developed and presented to the National
Assembly. The Ministry of Science and Technology is supporting the application of ICT and other
technologies in a number of areas, such as agriculture, inter-ministerial coordination, and health. SouthSouth Cooperation and cooperation programmes with development partners are supporting several
science and technology initiatives.
C. Promote and Develop Women, Juveniles and Young People
(The following texts under this section address discussion point oj 2018 RTIM: Point 10: Statistical Data).
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32.
Education shows progress on gender parity, despite a gender gap at higher levels of education.
Women lag behind, however, in employment,
and in decision making positions at higher levels of
government.
CEDAW report submitted
to the CEDAW Committee
in August 2017. Rollout and
implementation
of gender strategies across the public service is an extensive and long term undertaking,
which will require strengthened
political support and adequate resources.
33.
The first ever National Adolescent and Youth Policy is being developed through a consultative
process under the leadership of Lao Youth Union. This will help Lao PDR to address the challenges
facing youth and adolescents, in order to fully benefit from the demographic
dividend to its economy,
such as non-completion
of secondary education, early marriage, and high adolescent birth rates.

2.2 Post Disaster Need Assessment, Recovery Framework and Next Steps
34.

The 2018 Post Disaster

Table 1: Sectoral Needs
Productive Sector
1.

Need

identified

Assessment

identifies

in Lao PDR 2018 PDNA
Infrastructure
1.

Agriculture
Provision of seeds and fertilizer for flood
affected farmers
a. Very urgent for 2018/19 winter (dry
season) crop
b.

By May 2019 for next summer (wet
season) crop

Transport

Spot improvements

for damaged roads,

Conduct climate resilient road
improvements.
2.

Electricity
Repair of distribution grids.

Rebuild disaster resilient irrigation infrastructure
damaged by the disaster

Install slope protection, sag reduction of
conductor, repair tower foundation for
transmission lines and substations.

Consider implementation of climate-smart
agricultural practices for the long term

Prepare spare parts for distribution grids.

Replantation/Reforestation
3.

3.

Sector

Emergency repair of the damaged roads
and bridges,

Replacement of dead livestock and fish
fingerlings

2.

sectoral needs as per Table 1 below.

Industry & Commerce

Reconstruct transmission tower including
re-stringing of conductor, if necessary.
Water supply and sanitation

Increase insurance coverage to better manage
future risk.

Restore water supply services and
reconstruct / replace temporarily fixed
damaged components.

Facilitat~ electricity and water supply availability,
particularly to MSEs in the manufacturing subsector.

Water points disinfection including field
test kits and WASH emergency prepositioning.

Greater access to reinvestment

Rehabilitate/repair water supply systems
and family latrines including hygiene
promotion (behavior change).

financing.

Capacity building in supply chain management.
Tourism
Rep airing/ reconstruction of damaged
community-based tourism operations;
Repairing/ reconstruction of damaged
accommodations and restaurants;
Recover of the Xe Pa and Xe Bonglay waterfalls
including the development of a crafts market;
Repairing/reconstmction
of damaged tourism
sites and other tourism facilities;
Organizing marketing campaigns to build
confidence in tourism sector.

4.

Provide Capacity building for DRR for
flood prone village.
Waterways
Engineering suxvey & design for recovery
projects.
Vientiane C. Mekong: mainstream
embankment recovery.
Khammouane Mekong: mainstream bank
erosion recovery.
Xayabury Mekong: mainstream structure
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recovery.

-

Luangprabang Nam Khan: River dike
construction.

Riverbank protection
Crosscutting
-

Social Sector
1. Housing and settlements

1. Disaster Risk Reduction, EnvirQnms;nt and
Climate Change

-

Rapid assessment of low-lying/ disaster prone
areas.

-

-

Strengthen DRR legal and regulatory
framework and institutions.

Capacity building based on "Build Back Better"
principles.

-

-

Housing rehabilitation and reconstruction.

Capacitate EOC/MLSW to develop an
effective Incident Command System from
national too community level.

2.

Health

-

-

Apply the "Build Back Better" principles for the
reconstruction of health facilities

Risk-informed development planning,
budgeting, and financing to strengthen
resilience of critical, high-risk sectors.

-

Increase support to health staff in the affected
areas for improved prevention of malnutrition
and good nutritional practices in the affected
population.

-

Emergency Standard Operating procedures
for dams and end-to-end early warning
system for downstream, and high-risk
areas.

-

Increase disease prevention and control
preparedness, inclusive of support for outbreak
investigation and response.
Education

-

Prepare for coordinated recoveq.

Improve learning facilities for children.

2.

Provide of learning materials & equipment.

-

Conduct administrative mapping

-

Connecting people to needed information

-

Provide legal aid and justice advice
Human Development

3.

4.

-

Create an enabling environment in schools.
Strengthen DRR/DRM system in the education
sector and providing training/capacity building
to make schools a safer place for learning.
Enhance knowledge and skills on DRR to
students and public for a culture of safety.
Culture

3.

-

Repairing damaged infrastructure of Luang
Prabang \VB site;

-

Providing technical support for damaged
collections, esp. temple collections (i.e.
manuscripts, statues, etc.);

-

Providing financial and technical support for
documenting and developing safeguarding
strategies for intangible cultural heritage in
Attapeu, especially for Oy ethnic group;

-

Providing financial support for recovery of local
cultural industries;

-

To ensure that other recovety measures in other
sectors (esp. housing) are appropriate to local
culture and traditions.

Re-issue important documents

-

Provide child protection services to
displaced children, focusing on children
without adequate parental care in Attapeu
to address their needs for psychosocial
support.

-

Support LWU (as core key agency) to
coordinate with sectors to prevent and
respond to GBV through trainings and
make GBV services available to survivors
and women and girls at risk in Attapeu and
oilier provinces via women friendly spaces
and awareness.

-

Ensure that the disaster response strategy is
gender-responsive and addresses the gender
and intersectionality concerns.

-

Ensure that the disaster response strategy
includes all persons with disabilities
through a social protection scheme
component for the elderly and disabled, so
that they are not left behind.

Repairing prioritized temples in Attapeu;
Providing emergency repair and stabilization of
other cultural damaged properties (i.e. temples,
stupas, sacred caves, etc.);

Provision of water level monitoring
equipment at Oudomxay, Bolikhamxai,
Khammuone, Savanakhet (9 units)
Governance

4. UXO

-

Clearance operations in the provinces of:
11

0
0
0
0

Attapeu
Khammouane
Savannakhet
Oudomxay

35.
Based on the priorities identified above, each sector will work towards the identification of
the short, medium and long-term interventions to meet recovery needs of the affected populations
and provinces. The sectoral plans should be results-based, with Specific, Measurable, Achievable,
Relevant and Time-bound goals.
36.
The recovery plan to be designed will target areas most impacted by the 2018 floods. In
particular, areas that historically have a high vulnerability to disasters will receive special focus. The
duration of recovery activities remains to be discussed. At this stage, a number of considerations could
be factored in, such as government plans to graduate from Least Developed Country (LDC) status,
attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and poverty reduction objectives, as well as
the national planning cycle.
37.
In term of policy framework, the recovery will align with the national development goals and
objectives, including those of the 8[h National Socio-Economic Development Plan (8[h NSEDP) and
those of the sectoral strategies. The mid-term review of the 8th NSEDP provides an opportunity for the
DRF to support existing development plans and further integrate disaster risk management into it. The
government is currently drafting a Disaster Prevention and Control Law as well as a Climate Change
Decree. Both of these legal instruments should take into account the key lessons learnt and issues
identified in the 2018 floods and ensure legislation of relevant aspects of Disaster Risk Management
(DRM).
38.
For institutional framework and capacity development, the National Disaster Prevention
and Control Committee will serve a top-level coordination body and the DRF implementation.
Coordination among the many actors involved and the harmonization of plans of government and
other development stakeholders - in particular communities who carry out much of the ground work
for recovery - is critical in effectively executing the DRF. The existing Round Table mechanism with its
ten Sector Working Groups and 30 Subsector Working Groups will support the coordination of
Government and Development partners around the recovery. At the same time, the recovery will build
on existing capacities and use DRM programmes to help institutionalize these capacities within the
government, private sector, and communities. Utilizing existing capacity assessments and the gaps
identified in the PDNA, a consultation and training of line ministry focal points on risk-informed
recovery development should be undertaken and sustained by a DRM programme. Following this step,
a full-fledged disaster capacity assessment should be executed and applied to better target capacity gaps.
39.
Sector plans are being and will be prepared under the leadership of the respective line
ministries and with the support of relevant development partners under the overall coordination of the
Ministry of Planning and Investment. The sector plans will be used to guide, plan and estimate
resource requirements for recovery and full integration of reconstruction activities into the overall
development plan of the government as outlined in the 8th National Socio-Economic Development
Plan (8th NSEDP). Sector plans will also be developed into tools to monitor progress against targets on
a regular basis. These plans are meant to be living documents, to be updated periodically based on the
targets and indicators which will be incorporated into them. Overall the sector plans must ensure that
recovery is resilient and fully aligned with the development agenda of Lao PDR.
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40.
In term of finances and financial management,
the government has four major financerelated responsibilities in recovel)': (a) estimating the cost of recovel)', (b) identifying and mobilizing
financial resources for recovery, (c) developing and approving recovery budgets, and (d) setting up
administrative arrangements to disburse funds and track and report on expenditures and results. The
PDNA provided estimates of funding requirements, which are likely to be updated during the process
of development of a recovery plan, based on the recommendations of the sector teams. Financing
strategies will vary from sector to sector and level of government (national, provincial, district and
village). Certain sectors will primarily depend on government funding alone while others can mobilize
alternative funding sources such as development cooperation, assistance from private sector or publicprivate partnership. Furthermore, remittances and bank borrowing are, for example, sources for
relaunching economic activities such as tourism and agriculture. Certain funding may be earmarked for
specific purposes, regions or sectors. Sector teams will identify funding sources for their sectors and
forecast funding requirements by year. Sector requirements may be estimated by identifying specific
projects, however these projects must be aggregated into programmes which will ultimately help the
country meet the objectives set in the 8th NSEDP.

2.3 SDG localization and follow up actions from the SDG Voluntary National
Review
(The following texts under this section address discussionpoint
IlItegration).

of 2017

RTIM: Point 2: LDC Graduation and SDG

41.
Lao PDR is implementing
the SDGs through its NSEDPs and the sector development
plans of each ministry. The SDGs have been incorporated into the national planning frameworks.
The lessons learned from the implementation of the Th NSEDP (2011-2015), especially with regard to
the unfinished Millennium Development Goals (1vIDGs), informed the development of the 8th
NSEDP. By 2016, the government had localized and integrated the SDGs into the Monitoring and
Evaluation Framework of the 8th NSEDP, with around 60 percent of the 160 NSEDP indicators
linked to the SDGs and taking into account the unfinished business of MDGs. This means that data
collected for those NSEDP indicators will also provide a basis for SDG reporting. The sector
development plans of line ministries include additional SDG indicators.
42.
The Government will incorporate the 2030 Agenda into the 9th NSEDP (2021-2025), the
th
10 NSEDP (2026-2030) and accompanying
sectoral strategies. These successive medium-term
plans fit into the country's longer-term plans, notably the Ten-Year Strategy (2016-2025) and the 2030
Vision. This facilitates the continued implementation of the SDGs through national planning
frameworks up to 2030. Successful implementation of these national plans will address unfinished
business relating to the MDGs, deliver early progress on the SDGs, and drive the country's graduation
from. the ranks of LDCs.
43.
On the immediate term, key follow up actions from the first Lao SDG Voluntary National
Review Report presented during the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development July
2018 are:
• Standardized construction (Standardization) of national indicators and data collection to ensure
proper assessment of results and outcomes (rather different methodologies and processes).
Work will include identifying and ensuring that ministries concern understand SDG indicators.
This will also mean key ministries will be assigned to lead in terms of coordinating and
reporting on SDGs (SDG reporting owner). Then, each SDG indicator will be assigned to
ministries and government agencies for implementation (SDG implementation owner);
•

Looking at various source of data to monitor implementation and progress of SDGs.
Particularly, disaggregated data is essential to ensure equitable progress against goals and targets
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•

Clarifying and articulating the interconnected system of goals and targets and analyzing and
informing key policies, programs, and projects for their impact on nationally tailored SDG

•

Strengthening the statistical system and capitalizing on the data revolution, particularly on
mainstreaming SDG indicators at the local level and capacity building on data collection.

•

Strengthening of partnership across sectoral line ministries, provinces and agencies particular clearer roles and responsibilities of SDG focal points.

•

Building public awareness and engaging national, sub-national and local stakeholders in the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and SDGs

•

A design of multi-stakeholder policy development and implementation modalities to encourage
and facilitate partnerships between government and other stakeholders including networks of
civil society, universities, think tanks, the private sector, other stakeholders.

•

Appropriate tools will need to be developed to translate the international normative framework
into practical instruments to support operations at the national and local levels.

•

Taking stock of the array of financing mechanisms available for implementing the 2030
Agenda with an emphasis on transforming national budgeting processes to support the resultsbased nature of the SDGs.

in

2.4 Green Growth
44.
In terms of Green Growth, adopting enhanced green growth models is important for Lao
PDR that have been reliant on natural resources to drive their development. With this in mind, Lao
PDR aims to forge a new development path anchored in the concept of green growth. To support this,
the Government established a Green Growth National Steering Committee in December 2016. The
committee is responsible for determining the direction, targets, and implementation mechanisms that
guide and lead green growth activities nationwide. This includes, importantly, developing a National
Green Growth Strategy and establishing the Green Growth Promotion Centre.
45.
The country's approach to green growth has now been captured by the National Green
Growth Strategy of the Lao PDR. This is the translation of the Resolution of the l.OthParty Congress,
Vision 2030, 10-Year Strategy (2016-2025) and the 8th NSEDP (2016-2020). The strategy is the result
of consensus and extensive consultations across society. Specifically, it aims to highlight priorities,
identify activities, and develop a monitoring framework to support the country's vision of green
growth. It also aims to help mainstream green growth into Lao PDR's planning systems.
46.
With the latter particularly in mind, the Green Growth Strategy is not intended to replace other
plans but rather to serve as a supplementary strategy to support implementation of green growth
priorities in national plans and those of individual sectors and local government units. It further serves
to highlight priority issues related to green growth that can be stressed in 8th NSEDP implementation
and in the design of the 9th NSEDP.
47.
Priority green growth sectors. Lao PDR has followed a holistic approach to green growth in
designing its strategy. This means that, in the Lao context, green growth does not "belong" only to
SDG 12, nor to any single ministry or 8th NSEDP outcome area. Instead, green growth is related and
relevant to multiple SDGs, sectors, and planned activities. Nevertheless, the Green Growth Strategy
identifies six priority sectors/areas for focus over the coming period: agriculture, forestry, urban
development, forestry, transport, energy, and tourism.
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2.5 LDC graduation and follow up actions from the 2018 Triennial LDC review
(The following texts under this section address discussion point oj 2017 RTIM: Point 2: LDC Graduation SDG
Integration).
48.
Lao PDR and the 2018 LDC review. During the 2018 triennial review of the Committee for
Development Policy (CDP), Lao PDR reached the threshold for graduation from the LDC category for
the first time. Specifically, according to the CDP, "the Lao People's Democratic Republic meets both
GNI and human assets index criteria.... and will be considered for graduation at the next triennial
review in 2021,,5 (Table 2). While graduation from the LDC category will mark an important milestone,
it is also necessary to look beyond. Meeting the criteria for graduation does not mean a country is
necessarily on a sustainable development pathway. As Lao PDR continues its path towards 8th NSEDP
implementation, continued emphasis on building the competitiveness of domestic industries, including
through increasing value added in production and reduction of natural resource dependency, can help
reduce its vulnerable to external economic shocks and contribute to the likelihood of achieving a
sustainable graduation.
Table 2. Lao PDR data from 2018 CDP Triennial Review
GNI per capita, 2014-2016
Human Asset Index
average (USD)
(HAl)
Lao PDR 2018
data
LDC indicator
thresholds

Economic Vulnerability
Index (EVI)

$1,996

72.8

33.7

Inclusion threshold: >1,035
Graduation threshold:
>1,242

Inclusion threshold: >60
Graduation threshold:
>66

Inclusion threshold: <36
Graduation threshold:
<32

49.
Countries need to pass the threshold for graduation for two successive CDP reviews
and graduation normally takes place three years after that. The next CDP review will be in 2021
so, under the normal schedule, Lao PDR could reach full graduation in 2024. This accomplishment
relies, however, on maintaining current development momentum for the rest of the 8th NSEDP period
and beyond.
50.

From LDC Graduation to the 2030 Agenda, key focuses, among others, could be on:
•

Ensuring a sustainable graduation. As stated at the outset, Lao PDR's potential graduation
from the LDC category will mark an important milestone for the country but it is only a step.
Meeting the criteria for graduation does not mean Lao PDR has achieved irreversible
sustainable development. It can graduate, for example, without meeting the EVI threshold. To
sustain development momentum, to move to an even higher pathway, and to broaden the
impact across society, continued focus will be on structural transformation as targeted in the 8th
NSEDP, including through expanding productive capacity, diversifying the economy, and
building resilience to shocks.

•

Aligning strategies. Lao PDR's key LDC graduation priorities have already been integrated
into the 8th NSEDP. As it considers the remainder of that plan's implementation period and
begins a new planning cycle for the 9th NSEDP, the Government of Lao PDR will continue its
efforts to further integrate the 2030 Agenda into national processes. It is committed to building
on the work already accomplished to develop follow up comprehensive strategies that align
LDC graduation with the principles of the 2030 Agenda, especially those areas where there has

CDP (2018). "Report on the Twentieth
Supplement No. 13).

5
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been slower progress. This effort aims to further contribute to accelerated progress towards
LDC graduation, preparation for the removal of LDC support measures, and a longer-term
sustainable development pathway post-graduation.
•

Priorities for the 8th NSEDP and beyond. In the context of LDC graduation, strategic
priorities can include: commercial production growth and diversification; leveraging AEC
integration for opportunities to integrate into regional value chains (including meeting
international market standards); improving the investment climate and promoting private
investment in non-resource sectors; human resource development linked to labour market
demands; and human development support related to nutrition and maternal health. Progress in
these priority areas and specific policy options for the remainder of the 8th NSEDP period and
beyond are explored in more depth in the subsequent sections.

III. Conclusion - Challenges, Opportunities and Priorities Going
Forward
51.
Throughout the course of the implementation of the 8th NSEDP, the Government of Lao PDR
has been consistently committed to:
•
Stimulating the non-resource sector and making the private sector a cornerstone of future
development;
•

Focusing on growth of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in order to obtain a broader
base for growth, as well as the employment effects associated in particular with the growth of
established SMEs;

•

Overcoming shortages of entrepreneurial and technical skills, addressing market failures
agricultural and enterprise financing, arid significantly improving the business environment;

•

Welcoming the stimulus to competitiveness that will come from the ASEAN Economic
Community, as Lao PDR's domestic private sector is forced to compete in a single market in a
highly competitive economic region;

•

Continuing to support infrastructure development given the beneficial effects on enterprise and
human development, principally through access of families, farms and firms in the periphery to
opportunities in business, economic, social, and cultural centres;

•

Welcoming, the productivity and growth stimulus provided by inter-regional, rural-urban and
international labour mobility and, accordingly, strengthening human capital through training,
such that the population can take up new opportunities as the economy transforms; and

•

Continuing to build social capital through improved health and education services throughout
the country.

111

52.
The Government will continue the focuses and put priorities on various areas for the coming
years (up to 2020 and looking longer term up to 2030) to address various challenges and bottleneck, for
instance:
•
Ensuring political stability, peace and social order to creating a favourable condition for
development;
•

Ensuring continuation of national economic growth with peace, stability and sustainability;

•

Human resource development, focusing on the improvement of education and health service
quality and quantity, developing labour skill that is fundamental to achieve SDGs and the LDC
graduation;
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•

Promoting toursim, to drive economic growth with protection and advertisement of national
historical, natural and traditional cultural tourism resources;

•

Rural development and poverty eradication through implementation of the 3-builds directive;

•

Promoting investment in commercial production and export to strongly promote domestic and
foreign investment policies, focusing on strengthening SMEs production;

•

Increasing effectiveness, simplicity, justice and transparency of public administration and local
authority through enhancing the rule of law mechanism;

•

Environment protection and natural resources are effectively protected and utilized according
to sustainable principles; and

•

Implementing policy on increasing regional and international cooperation and integration.
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Annex 1- A Summary of Key Discussion Points/Recommendations
from the 2017 RTIM
1. Review of the 8th NSEDP and Priorities for 2018
• Participants presented and discussed progress on the implementation of the 8th NSEDP,
including for Champasak province, and identified priorities for the year ahead. In overall terms,
there is a strong sense that good progress has been made since the 2015 High-Level Round
Table Meeting, and that Lao PDR is on the right path of development, as it moves forward
with the implementation of the 8th NSEDP. Mid Term Review of the 8th NSEDP will highlight
achievements made so far and priorities for the remaining period, particularly key areas for the
formulation of the 9th NSEDP.
2. LDC Graduation and SDG Integration
• Regarding LDC graduation and SDG integration, one of the four priority topics selected for
this year, discussions proved timely.
• There was optimism that Lao PDR would succeed in its goal of graduation and that a smooth
transition would be supported by development partners. It was particularly interesting to note
the progress towards the SDGs and LDC graduation - not only at the national level but also at
the provincial level, as presented by Champasak province, and as witnessed during the field visit
organized to three different sites in the province.
• Participants noted that even with LDC graduation, vulnerabilities will remain. Indeed, the
impressive and sustained growth should continue and translate even more rapidly into human
assets and social welfare gains for Lao citizens. Hence, it will be important to retain a focus on
human assets through increased levels of investment in nutrition, in health and in education.
• Additionally, participants highlighted that a continued stronger focus on the poor, vulnerable
and more remote rural communities will support inclusive development, reflecting the full
diversity of the Lao population. Related to this, the problem with UXO contamination was
raised, highlighting the joint efforts by the Government and the development partners towards
the achievement of the national SDG 18.
• The RTIM benefited from the attendance of a senior UNCTAD expert, who underlined that
Lao PDR has made the right policy choices and is therefore progressing well towards LDC
graduation. In this context, participants look forward to the Review by the Committee for
Development Policy in 2018.
3. Private Sector and Growth
• Regarding private sector and growth, the second priority topic at the round table, it was agreed
that the role of the private sector is central to our development partnership dialogue. The
private sector creates jobs, reduces poverty and contributes to domestic resource mobilization
through taxation. The private sector's role in making growth inclusive, sustainable and poverty
reducing in its impact, is our ultimate shared objective.
• Participants noted that an economic diversification strategy would be essential, supported by a
national human resources and skills development strategy, aligned to the drivers and goals of
diversification.
• Development partners were encouraged by the steps taken on rule of law, transparency and
predictability in order to provide a level playing field between all investors. A holistic
Government approach was suggested to strengthen the enabling environment for the private
sector. The continued resolve of the Government to engage in reforms on these areas will be
crucial, based on international good practice and based on consultations with all stakeholders.

4. Human Skills and Training
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•

•

•
•

•

Regarding human skills and training, the third priority area, it was emphasized that investment
in this area is fundamental to help drive development and long-term growth, as so many
examples in the region highlight. Development partners will be happy to collaborate with the
Government in planning for national skills development, being more responsive to private
sector demands and using ongoing consultation mechanisms with the private sector in this
context.
Further coordination and capacity development for key training institutions was encouraged, as
well as improved labour market data and analysis to provide the basis for evidence-based
decision making.
Training programmes that reach the most disadvantaged groups and are flexible enough to
provide skills relevant to them would contribute to ensuring no one is left behind.
While progress was acknowledged on human resources in the health and education sectors, it
was agreed that enhancing the quality of teachers and health professionals will get priority
attention.
Furthermore, the transition from primary to secondary education would benefit from greater
consideration. Indeed, special focus will be put on the education survival rates of adolescent
girls, thereby enabling them to make informed choices. Such continued efforts will result in a
positive impact on poverty reduction and social conditions, whereby girls are also less likely to
enter into early marriage and child birth.

5. South-South and Triangular Cooperation
• With regard to the fourth priority topic of the round table, development partners expressed
significant interest in exploring opportunities for South-South and Triangular Co-operation in
line with the Vientiane Declaration of 2015. Good practices and development solutions are in
abundance and transferrable within the ASEAN region.
• It was highlighted that South-South and Triangular cooperation is a 'two-way street' in that Lao
PDR can benefit greatly from the experiences of other countries, and that there are areas where
Lao PDR's experience will be valuable for other countries. It will be important to strengthen
and enhance the existing institutional arrangements to identify and make best use of such
opportunities. This would help to ensure that South-South and Triangular Cooperation is
demand-based, nationally owned and led and above all mutually beneficial.
6. Macro-economic and Fiscal Management
• Participants acknowledged that macro-economic stability and the prudent management of
public sector finances set the context for private sector investment, which underpins SDG and
LDC graduation progress.
• The Government's determination for careful oversight over public spending and debt,
alongside implementation of domestic revenue reforms and transparency over the budget, and
maintaining a competitive exchange rate and a stable financial sector, was acknowledged and
underscored for future development cooperation, as it positively contributes to the investment
environment. This is particularly the case since foreign investment banks place a premium on
these factors when deciding to provide loans and blended financing. Opportunities in SouthSouth Cooperation could also be aligned with private sector investments.
7. The Development Partnership
• Participants recognized that civil society has a role to play in the implementation of NSEDP.
Therefore, the Government is providing all enabling conditions to facilitate their work as
partner in development in accordance with laws and regulations of the Lao PDR. It is
important to ensure effectiveness, monitoring and reporting of programme and project
implementation of civil society, in accordance to the National Socio-Economic Development
Plan.
• On the draft ODA Decree, participants welcomed the opportunity for further consultations, to
reflect on how to enhance the effectiveness of development cooperation and optimize the flow
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of ODA, which is a shared concern of the Government
and Development
exchange of information
on ODA will facilitate the collaboration.

Partners.

A regular

8. Land Management
•

Related to land management,
the Government
was commended
for the progress in the Land
Law Revision which heralds an enhancement
for land management,
tenure, security and
compensation.
This helps underline the centrality of land as an asset, in particular for the poor.

9. Illicit Activities
• Related to illicit actrvities, the Government
was commended
for its efforts to reduce
corruption,
illegal wild life trade and illegal logging. Indications
of progress on preventing
contraband goods were also welcomed. It was noted that this remains a challenge in the rural
areas in particular.
• The RTIM received a request to have the issue of wildlife trafficking brought within the scope
of the Round Table mechanism. Eradicating wildlife trafficking would be of enormous benefit
for the global image of Lao PDR and will also directly contribute to the achievement
of the
relevant SDGs.
10. Statistical
Data
• On statistics, participants
highlighted that improved dis aggregated
and overall statistics of high quality would strengthen evidence-based
the foundation for SDG monitoring, reporting and dissemination.

data, especially by gender,
policymaking and provide
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